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ELLISON, SCHNEIDER & HARRIS (ESH) 
POWERPLANT AND TRANSMISSION PERMITTING SUCCESSES 

Since 1999 
 
 

TABLE 1 
 

ESH AS LEAD SITING COUNSEL 
PROJECTS APPROVED, CONSTRUCTED & ON LINE  

 

No. Project Name Docket 
Number 

Capacity
(MW) Project Location Date 

Approved ESH Role 

1 Sutter – Calpine 
 

97-AFC-2 540 Sutter Co. 04/14/99 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 
Lead Counsel: Administrative Litigation 
at US EPA’s EAB 
 
Lead Litigation Counsel: California 
Supreme Court 
 
Lead Litigation Counsel: California 
Superior Court 

2 Los Medanos (Pittsburg) – Calpine  98-AFC-1 555 Contra Costa 08/17/99 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 

3 Gilroy I, Units 1,2&3 – Calpine  01-EP-8 135 Santa Clara Co. 05/21/01 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 

4 King City – Calpine 
 

01-EP-6 50 Monterey Co. 05/02/01 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 

5 Delta – Calpine 
 

98-AFC-3 887 Contra Costa 02/09/00 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 
Lead Counsel: Administrative Litigation 
at US EPA’s EAB 
 
Lead Litigation Counsel: California 
Supreme Court 

6 Moss Landing Unit 1&2 – Duke  99-AFC-4 1,060 Monterey Co. 10/25/00 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 

7 Los Esteros 1 – Calpine Units 1,2,3&4 
 

01-AFC-12 180 Santa Clara Co. 07/02/02 Recertified 
03/16/05 Under Docket 

03-AFC-2 

Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 
Lead Counsel: Administrative Litigation 
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at Regional Water Control Board 
8 Pastoria Phase 1, Unit 1,2&3 – Calpine  99-AFC-7 750 Kern Co. 12/20/00 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 

 

No. Project Name Docket 
Number 

Capacity
(MW) Project Location Date 

Approved ESH Role 

9 Metcalf – Calpine 
 

99-AFC-3 600 Santa Clara Co. 09/24/01 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 
Lead Counsel: Administrative Litigation 
at US EPA’s EAB 
 
Lead Litigation Counsel: California 
Supreme Court: two separate cases 
 
Lead Litigation Counsel: California 
Superior Court: two separate cases 

10 Walnut Energy Center – Turlock 
Irrigation District 
 

02-AFC-4 250 Stanislaus Co. 02/18/04 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 

11a Inland Empire Comb Cycle – Calpine 
{UNIT 1}1 

01-AFC-17 400 Riverside Co. 12/17/03 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 

11b Inland Empire Comb Cycle – Calpine 
{UNIT 2} 

01-AFC-17 400 Riverside Co. 12/17/03 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 

12 Otay Mesa - Calpine 99-AFC-5 590 San Diego Co. 04/18/01 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
TOTAL 6,397 Megawatts 

 

                                                 
1 Total MW of Units 1 and 2 includes 130 MW amendment approved 06/22/05.  
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TABLE 2 

 
ESH AS LEAD SITING COUNSEL 

PROJECTS APPROVED AND/OR UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
 

No. Project Name Docket 
Number 

Capacity 
(MW) Project Location Date 

Approved ESH Role 

13 Russell City – Calpine & GE 
(Under Construction) 

01-AFC-7 600 Alameda Co. 09/11/02 
 

Amendment to relocate site 
10/3/07 

Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 
Lead Litigation Counsel: California 
Supreme Court 
 
Associate Counsel: Administrative 
Litigation at US EPA’s EAB 

14 Abengoa Mojave Solar 
Project – Mojave Solar LLC 
(Approved) 
 

09-AFC-5 250 San Bernardino 
Co. 

09/08/10 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 

15 Ivanpah Solar Tower, Solar 
Partners / BrightSource 
(Under Construction) 
 

07-AFC-05 400 San Bernardino 
Co. 

09/22/10 
 

12/10 to 12/12 phased online 

Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 

16 Almond 2 Peaker Project – 
Turlock Irrigation District 
(Approved) 
 

09-AFC-2 174 Stanislaus Co. 12/15/10 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 

17 Mariposa – Diamond 
Generating 
(Approved) 

09-AFC-3 200 Alameda Co. 5/18/11 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 

TOTAL 1,624 Megawatts 
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TABLE 3 

 
ESH AS LEAD SITING COUNSEL 

PROJECTS APPROVED & AVAILABLE FOR CONSTRUCTION 
 

No. Project Name Docket 
Number 

Capacity 
(MW) Project Location Date 

Approved ESH Role 

18 Morro Bay – L.S. Power 00-AFC-12 1,2002 San Luis Obispo 08/02/04 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 

19 Los Esteros 2 Combined 
Cycle – Calpine 

03-AFC-2 140 Santa Clara Co. 10/11/06 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 

20 Pastoria Phase 2 Expansion 
Project – Simple Cycle 
Addition – Calpine 

05-AFC-1 160 Kern County Co. 11/08/06 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 

21 East Altamont – Calpine  01-AFC-4 1,100 Alameda Co. 08/20/03 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 
Lead Litigation Counsel: California 
Supreme Court 

TOTAL 2,600 Megawatts 
 

 

                                                 
2 1002 MW replaced with 1200 MW for a net increase of 198 MW 
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TABLE 4 
 

ESH AS LEAD SITING COUNSEL 
PROJECTS APPROVED BUT NOT PURSUED 

 

No. Project Name Docket 
Number 

Capacity 
(MW) Project Location Date 

Approved ESH Role 

22 San Joaquin Valley Energy 
Center – Calpine3  

01-AFC-22 1,087 Fresno Co. 01/14/04 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 

TOTAL 1,087 Megawatts 
 

                                                 
3 Project approval expired on 01/14/09. 



 

Last updated on August 4, 2011 
 

 
TABLE 5 

 
ESH AS LEAD SITING COUNSEL 

PROJECTS CURRENTLY UNDER REVIEW 
 

No. Project Name Docket 
Number 

Capacity 
(MW) 

Project 
Location 

Date 
Filed ESH Role 

23 Watson Cogeneration Steam 
and Electric Reliability 
Project 

09-AFC-1 85 Los Angeles Co. 03/19/09 Lead Siting Counsel: CEC 
 

TOTAL 85 Megawatts 
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TABLE 6 
 

ESH COUNSEL 
DATA ADEQUACY, DISCOVERY, AND 

POST-APPROVAL ADVICE AND COUNSEL 
CONSTRUCTED & ON LINE 

 

No. Project Name Docket 
Number 

Capacity 
(MW) 

Project 
Location 

Date 
Approved ESH Role 

24 High Desert – Constellation 97-AFC-1 830 San Bernardino 05/03/00 Post-Certification Advice and 
Counsel 

25 Sunrise Comb. Cycle – 
Texaco & Mission 
(Amendment to Application:  
98-AFC-4)  

98-AFC-4C 265 Kern Co. 11/19/01 Lead Siting Counsel through Data 
Adequacy and Discovery Phases 

26 Blythe I – Blythe Energy, 
LLC 

99-AFC-8 520 Riverside Co. 03/21/01 Post-Certification Advice and 
Counsel 

TOTAL 1,615 Megawatts 
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TABLE 7 

 
ESH COUNSEL 

DATA ADEQUACY, DISCOVERY, AND 
POST-APPROVAL ADVICE AND COUNSEL 

APPROVED & AVAILABLE FOR CONSTRUCTION 
 

No. Project Name Docket 
Number 

Capacity 
(MW) 

Project 
Location 

Date 
Approved ESH Role 

27 Blythe II Combined Cycle – 
Blythe Energy, LLC 
 

02-AFC-1 520 Riverside Co. 02/19/02 Post-Certification Advice and 
Counsel 

TOTAL 520 Megawatts 
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TABLE 8 
 

ESH COUNSEL 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA)/ NON-CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION (CEC)  

ENERGY PROJECTS 
 

No. Project Name Docket 
Number 

Capacity 
(MW) 

Project 
Location 

Date 
Approved ESH Role 

28 Modesto Irrigation District Mitigated 
Negative 

Declaration 

48 Stanislaus Co. 05/05/09 Lead Siting Counsel  
 

Responsible for CEQA Compliance 
29 Turlock Irrigation District Final EIR Ten Mile 115-kV 

Transmission  
Line 

Stanislaus Co. 11/02/10 Lead Siting Counsel 
 

Responsible for CEQA Compliance 
 

30 Blythe I Transmission Line 
– Blythe Energy, LLC 

99-AFC-8C 115 kV 
Transmission 

Line 

Riverside Co. 10/11/06 Lead Siting Counsel on Transmission 
Issues 

 


